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viduals among them still show what a Turkish administrator could really be under a stable and consistent central- government.
They could have made Yamen their finest province in Asia with its industrial population and undeveloped natural resources.
Egypt is but an arable strip on each side of a big ditch that often disappoints agricultural expectations. We saved her from insolvency, made her a prosperous country, and are barely tolerated.
The Turks entered Yamen at a time when any firm rule would have been welcome, and got control of a fertile country with a boundless water supply if they had only been able to handle it. Yet they could not improve on the agricultural methods of the country, and cannot point to a single public work undertaken, completed and maintained for the public weal.
They have no continuity of purpose, and many schemes of theoretical excellence have been inaugurated in Yamen to die of inanition for lack of sustenance and support. For example, free and technical education are both to be found in the vilayet. The first means a few scantily attended schools in the principal centres, and the second an almost deserted house and garden outside Hodeida, where there is a handloom and some excellent tools for carpentry, etc., but no regular pupils.
The proper development of Yamen, with its difficult terrain, is a task of magnitude, but it would have been well worth attempting, and no attempt has been made.
The ^Turkish authorities had the prestige of their race
and the experience of former rule in Yamen to help them,
* yet have even failed to gain the toleration of the people